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Abstract

A woman possesses the power to create other lives. If she wills it, she can both create
and destroy. Women are the eyes of the nation. However, many men murder women for the
sake of prestige and family honour. These murders predominantly occur during inter-caste
marriages and for the sake of family honour. Afterwards, they torment people as spirits. To
protect themselves from these spirits, people worship the deceased by erecting memorial
stones (nadukal) or building temples in their memory. Those who defy caste boundaries to
fall in love and marry, particularly women, are murdered. A. Sivasubramanian has detailed
this practice of worshipping such murdered women as female deities in his book, “Aanava
Kolai Ammangal” (Honour Killing Goddesses). Many researchers on folk studies have
proved that the background of the widespread worship of minor and folk deities in Southern
Tamil Nadu has been after the brutal murder or an honour killing that lies concealed
beneath. These atrocities are not mere myths; they are the bloodstains of a caste-based
society. It is wise to treat women as fellow human beings. While they are alive, respecting
their emotions, personal choices, and equal rights is the true moral code rather than deifying
and venerating women after their death, in a civilised society. This article is structured to
analyse the events underlying the deification of women subjected to honour killings, as
explored in the works of A. Sivasubramanian.
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